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Victoria and Capital Region a Natural Choice to Host 2011 
FCM Sustainability Conference 

Date: Friday, February 4, 2011 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC —  When the Federation of Canadian Municipalities looked to host their annual sustainable 
communities conference outside of Ottawa for the first time, Victoria was the natural choice.   

 
The focus on environmental stewardship within the Region is the main reason Victoria was awarded the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities Sustainable Communities Conference and Trade Show, which will take 
place at the Victoria Conference Centre February 8 to 11, 2011.  
 
 “We may be smaller in comparison to other larger centers, but all cities look to the Pacific Northwest to see 
what we’re doing to be more sustainable,” noted Mayor Dean Fortin. “Our triple bottom line commitment and 
innovative approach are internationally recognized. We should be very proud of that distinction.” 
 
Whether it is the ground-breaking Dockside Green development, the City’s commitment to carbon neutrality, the 
award winning Hartland Landfill and the gas utilization project, or the Region’s trail system, commitment to a 
regional sustainability strategy and preservations of parks and greenspace. With a reputation as the cycling 
capital of Canada, the Capital Region is on the leading edge of sustainability planning and doing.   
 
 “Sustainability, and positive change through innovation and partnerships, forms the core tenet of this Region,” 
added View Royal Mayor and CRD Vice-Chair Graham Hill. “Our leaders and our residents are dedicated to this 
issue, and their actions have helped to create a region that is heralded for its pristine ecosystems, clear air, 
healthy arts and culture scene, and sustainable transportation alternatives.” 
 
A local highlight of the three day conference is the West Coast Mayors Panel on Green Innovation, with Mayor 
Mike McGinn of Seattle, Mayor Gregor Robertson of Vancouver, and Victoria Mayor Dean Fortin. This panel is, 
an opportunity for these North American leaders to discuss how to build on their achievements, and work 
together to foster a supportive regional environment for green business and innovation.  

 
On Tuesday evening, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities Sustainable Community Awards will hold their 
annual awards ceremony, awarding national recognition for municipal environmental projects that demonstrate 
excellence in environmental responsibility. Award winners will be announced in nine categories: brownfields, 
buildings, energy, integrated neighbourhood development, planning, residential development, transportation, 
waste and water.  

 
The City of Victoria recently embarked on the development of a progressive sustainability framework that will 
guide all aspects of the municipal operations, as well as establish community targets for long term sustainability. 
The end result will be a more strategic focus on integrating sustainability into policy and operational decision-
making, and will lead regular monitoring and reporting.  
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From an economic perspective, the conference will draw 800 delegates from across the country, generating 
nearly $1 million in direct delegate spending.  
 
The Victoria Conference Centre is well poised to host a national sustainability conference as the centre itself is 
certified by the Building Owners and Managers Association of Canada for achieving level three Building 
Environmental Standards, recognizing the centre’s excellence in environmental management and performance.  
 
For members of the public who would like to participate in the conference without registering are welcome to 
attend the trade show of over 200 organizations and businesses in the field of sustainability on Tuesday and 
Wednesday at the Crystal Garden. 
 
The City of Victoria is committed to a triple bottom line approach in all of its programs and buildings, integrating 
social and environmental values with prudent fiscal management. 
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For More Information: 
 
Katie Josephson 
Director of Communications 
City of Victoria  
Cell: 250.217.8343 
Office: 250.361.0210 
 
 
BACKGROUNDER: Conference schedule  
 



 
BACKGROUNDER 
 
FCM Annual Sustainability Conference to be held in Victoria, B.C., February 8–10, 2011  
 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM’s) Sustainable Communities Conference and Trade Show will be held in 
Victoria, BC, in partnership with the Capital Regional District, from February 8 to 10, 2011.  
 
The 2011 Conference, �Embracing Change for Sustainability: Innovative Governance, Partnerships and Financing,� is expected 
to attract more than 500 delegates from all parts of Canada. The conference offers municipal leaders and sustainability 
practitioners a unique learning and networking experience considered invaluable by past participants.  Conference information, 
including the program, updates, schedule and speakers’ biographies are available at www.fcm.ca/scc.  
 
Location: Victoria Conference Centre, 720 Douglas Street, Victoria, B.C.  
 
Twitter: Join the conversation. Follow our official hashtag #SCC2011.  
 
 
Program highlights: Tuesday, February 8  
8:30–9:10 a.m. PST  Opening ceremony  Salon A/B and Live Webcast  
9:15–10 a.m. PST  Keynote address by Gil 

Peñalosa, executive director, 8-
80 Cities  

Salon A/B and Live Webcast  

10:15–11:45 a.m. PST  West Coast Mayors Panel on 
Green Innovation Plenary 
(mayors of Victoria and 
Vancouver, B.C., and Seattle, 
Washington)  

Salon A/B and Live Webcast  

5:30–7:30 p.m. PST  Sustainable Community Awards 
Reception and Ceremony  
(winners will be announced in 
nine categories)  

Pre-function Area and Lecture 
Theatre  

Wednesday, February 9  
8:45–9:30 a.m. PST  Keynote address by Sadhu 

Johnston, deputy city manager, 
City of Vancouver  

Salon A/B  

1:00–1:45 p.m. PST  Keynote address by Amelia 
Shaw, manager, public 
consultation and government 
programs, TransLink,  

Salon A/B  

Thursday, February 10  
8:45–9:45 a.m. PST  Keynote address by Peter M. 

Senge, author and senior 
lecturer, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology  

Video conference in Salon A/B  

11:45–1:15 p.m. PST  Keynote address by Mark 
Anielski, economist and author 
of The Economics of Happiness: 
Building Genuine Wealth  

Salon A, B and C  

 
 
Media access: All media are asked to report to the media room (Sidney Room, 2nd Floor) to collect a conference pass. 
Identification or proof of assignment will be requested. For advance registration or to arrange an interview, please contact 
Maurice Gingues, FCM media relations officer, 613-907-6399, mgingues@fcm.ca, or Katie Josephson, City of Victoria, 
250-361-0210 or 250-217-8343 (mobile), kjosephson@victoria.ca 
. 
 


