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King Tide Offers a Look to the Future  

 
 
Date:  Wednesday, December 21, 2011 For Immediate Release 
 
VICTORIA, BC - What are the impacts of climate change projected to look like in Victoria by 2050? The higher 
water levels brought on by the King Tide this week help illustrate one of four main expected impacts. 
 
The King Tide, an especially high tide that results when the sun and moon are in alignment, is approximately 3.1 
meters. Current winter tides are typically in the range of 2.1 - 2.6 meters.  It is projected that by 2050 Victoria will 
experience an estimated sea level rise of 45 centimeters that will be most visible during winter high tides*.  In 
2050 the winter high tides will be more like our current annual King Tide. 
 
A second projected impact of climate change is an increased frequency and intensity of storm events by as much 
as 15 per cent by 2050. Larger storm events mean more “storm surges”, a rise in water that can be pushed 
onshore by high winds.  It is the combination of higher sea levels and winter storm surges that will produce one of 
the largest challenges, localized flooding. 
 
A third projected impact for 2050 will be warmer temperatures with an increase of 1.0 to 2.3 Celsius and an 
increase in days over 30o Celsius.  Wetter winters and drier summers are the fourth expected impact, with up to a 
14 per cent increase in winter precipitation and drier summers with up to a 32 per cent decrease in summer 
rainfall. 
 
The City of Victoria is taking a leadership role to adapt our community to be more resilient to the impacts of 
climate change and minimize the effects of human activities by reducing energy use and greenhouse gas 
emissions.  The City’s Climate Action Program is working with other community stakeholders to produce a climate 
change adaptation plan and to reduce community-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 33% by 2020. The City of 
Victoria is also striving to make city operations carbon neutral by the end of 2012.  For more information visit 
www.victoria.ca/climateaction. 
 
King Tide Forecasts: 
December 21- 2.69 meters - 9 a.m. 
December 22 - 2.87 meters - 11 a.m. 
December 23 - 3.00 meters - 11 a.m. 
December 24 – 3.01 meters - 12 p.m. 
December 25 – 3.10 meters - 12 p.m. 
December 26 – 2.76 meters – 1 p.m. 
 
*These projections have been compiled for Victoria by the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
(ICLEI)Canada from a number of sources including the Canadian Climate Change Scenarios Network (http://cccsn.ca) and 
the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium at the University of Victoria (www.plan2adapt.ca).   
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For More Information: 
Melinda Jolley, Communications Coordinator, Office: 250.361.0288, Cellular:  250.516.4271 
 


