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City Celebrates Clean Air Day with “Cut the Carbon Gallery” 

Date: Tuesday, June 5, 2012            For Immediate Release 

 
VICTORIA, BC —On Clean Air Day, Wednesday, June 6, the City of Victoria is hosting the “Cut the Carbon 
Gallery” to celebrate what City staff are doing to reduce energy use and emissions as we move towards the 
goal of carbon neutral municipal operations. 
 
The public is invited to visit the “Cut the Carbon Gallery” on the second floor of City Hall, beside the 
Antechamber, to learn about what the City of Victoria is doing to green the fleet, reduce waste, use energy-
wise traffic and street lights and reduce energy use in municipal buildings.  The gallery will run from 
Wednesday, June 6 until Wednesday, June 20 from 8:00am- 4:30 pm. 
 
Local businesses that are looking to cut costs by cutting their carbon footprint can also take advantage of 
$1,000 subsidies for Climate Smart training.  The next three part program starts on June 14, at City Hall. Over 
45 local businesses are already on their way to becoming “climate smart.” A list of these businesses and 
details about the training can be found at www.victoria.ca/climateaction.  
 
Clean Air Day started out as a BC event in 1992, but has since become a national day to raise awareness 
about clear air and climate action. Individual action to protect the air and reduce greenhouse gases is the focus 
of Clean Air Day. 
 
 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
 
What:  Clean Air Day – Photo Opportunity with Mayor Dean Fortin 

Mayor Dean Fortin will be placing the first of 100 Cut the Carbon fleet bumper stickers on his 
smart car, to raise awareness about what the City of Victoria is doing to reduce energy use and 
emissions and to inspire community members to take action of their own.  The Mayor will also 
be available for interviews about the Cut the Carbon program. 
 

When:  Wednesday, June 6, 2:00 - 2:15 p.m. 
 
Where: City Hall, Mayor’s parking spot 
 
For more information visit www.victoria.ca/climateaction   
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Backgrounder Attached. 
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Cut the Carbon - Fast Facts 
The City of Victoria has launched the Cut the Carbon program to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas 
emissions, moving towards the goal of carbon neutral municipal operations.  Carbon neutral means that our 
municipal operations won’t increase the amount of greenhouse gas emissions going into the earth’s 
atmosphere.  
 
Cut the Carbon Gallery 
The “Cut the Carbon Gallery”, which will run from Clean Air Day on Wednesday, June 6 until June 20, will 
showcase what the City is already doing to Cut the Carbon:  
 

Reducing waste. 
• Recycling and organics collection in City buildings -This keeps 25 tonnes or 5 garbage trucks of waste 

out of the landfill each year. 
• Residential Kitchen Scraps and Garbage Program - Starting in 2013, 1,440 tonnes or 288 garbage 

trucks worth of organics will be kept out of the landfill each year. 
• Street Cleaning - 480 tonnes of dirt and 1,100 tonnes of leaves are removed annually from our City 

streets.  The dirt is re-used and the leaves are turned into compost.  This keeps 1,580 tonnes or 316 
garbage trucks worth of dirt and leaves out of the landfill each year. 

• Asphalt Recycling - On average 4,000 tonnes or 360 dump trucks of asphalt are recycled each year. 
• Trenchless Technology - This is used to fix or reline pipes without tearing up the roads and saves 

energy, time and resources. 
 

Making City buildings smarter and reducing energy use. 
• Use of motion sensors 
• Timers on lights and equipment 
• Energy monitors 

 
Energy-wise street and traffic lights. 
• All traffic lights are LEDs, with 90% energy savings. 
• LEDs are used in some street lights like on the Bay Street Bridge. 
• LEDs are being trialed in some heritage light clusters. 

 
Greening the City fleet. 
• Right sizing vehicles - using the right car for the right job. 
• Replacing older vehicles with electric or hybrid cars. 
• Switching to lower emission fuels like bio-diesel and natural gas. 

 
 
What the City of Victoria is doing to become carbon neutral: 
Our climate, the health of our community, and the quality of life of our citizens and employees are all 
interconnected.  In 2007, the City of Victoria joined with other municipalities across the province in signing the 
British Columbia Climate Action Charter thereby voluntarily committing to a goal of being carbon neutral in 
municipal operations by the end of 2012. These are the four steps involved: 
 

1) Measure: Measuring the total energy use and greenhouse gas emissions generated from our municipal 
operations.  This step is complete and is done annually.  In 2010 our municipal carbon footprint was 
approximately 3,600 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent. Heating and powering municipal buildings and 
operating our fleet and equipment made up 92% of this.  Powering our street and traffic lights and sending 
waste to the landfill make up the remaining portion of our footprint. 
 
2) Reduce: This spring, City staff in Cut the Carbon working groups are creating strategies for energy use 
and greenhouse gas reduction in these target areas: building operations, fleet and equipment, traffic and 



street lights and waste. These strategies will then feed in to the Carbon Neutral Plan which will be 
completed by the end of 2012. 

3) Offset/Balance: The City will then balance its remaining carbon footprint, through investments in one or 
more local carbon reduction projects such as the new Kitchen Scraps and Garbage program that reduces 
emissions in our community or through the purchase of certified carbon offsets. 

4) Report:  The final step is reporting on our energy use and carbon footprint, measuring our savings and 
talking about our progress towards this goal. 

 
For more information visit www.victoria.ca/climateaction  
 


