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Growing Trend of Local Businesses Becoming Climate Smart, 
Last Chance for $1,000 Subsidy 

 
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC —  Local businesses are increasingly jumping on board and training up their staff with the goal of 
reducing energy use and waste, reducing costs and doing their part to reduce climate change related emissions.  So far 
this year 36 Victoria, Saanich and other businesses from within the CRD have participated in Climate Smart training, a 
30% increase from the previous year.   
 
In order to keep up with this demand, the Capital Regional District, the City of Victoria and the District of Saanich are 
offering three training sessions this fall.  To qualify for the $1,000 subsidy, businesses must be located in the City of 
Victoria, the District of Saanich, or be a supplier to the Capital Regional District, the City of Victoria or the District of 
Saanich. This funding will only be available until the end of the year. 
 
The Climate Smart program teaches businesses how to measure their carbon footprint, identify ways to reduce their 
carbon emissions, and how to reduce energy and operating costs. Businesses also learn how to engage employees to 
reduce energy and waste as a critical cost-saving aspect of the program. Marketing strategies focused on business’ 
carbon-reducing actions are also emphasized, and participants gain access to an online tool to calculate and manage 
their carbon footprint.  
 
Photo and interview opportunity: 
 
What:  Climate Smart Training: meet local businesses that have mapped out their carbon footprint and are creating 

energy use and emissions reduction plans 
Where:  Victoria City Hall, Antechamber 
When:  Thursday, September 13, 12:45 -1:00 p.m. - interviews with participants, trainers and the Mayor of Victoria  

Note: media can also film when the training begins at 1:00 
Who:   

• Jens Ourom and Colleen Hamilton, Climate Smart  
• Participants include: Greater Victoria Harbour Authority, Forbes Pharmacies, Spinnakers Brewpub Inc., Smart 

Dolphins IT Solutions Inc., Caring for First Nations Children Society  
• Mayor Dean Fortin, City of Victoria  

 
Fall Climate Smart training start dates: 

• September 26 
• October 25 
• November 21 

 
For more information and registration details visit: www.victoria.ca/climateaction  
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For More Information: 
Katie Josephson 
Director, Corporate Communications 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343 


