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Fire Prevention Week is October 6-12: Prevent Kitchen Fires 

Date:  Friday, October 4, 2013 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – Recognized annually every October, Fire Prevention Week will be held across Canada from 

Sunday, October 6 to Saturday October 12, 2013. This year’s campaign, Prevent Kitchen Fires, stresses the 
importance of safe cooking practices in the kitchen. 
 
According to the latest research by the National Fire Protection Association, kitchen fires are the leading cause 
of home fires. Two out of every five home fires begin in the kitchen – more than any other place in the home. 
Cooking fires are also the leading cause of home fire-related injuries. 
 
Some important safety tips to remember: 
 

 Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, broiling, or boiling food. 

 If you must leave the kitchen, even for a short period of time, turn off the stove. 

 When you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly, stay in the home, and use a timer 
to remind you. 

 If you have young children, use the stove’s back burners whenever possible. Keep children and pets at 
least one metre (approximately three feet) away from the stove. 

 When you cook, wear clothing with tight-fitting sleeves. 

 Keep potholders, oven mitts, wooden utensils, paper and plastic bags, towels, and anything else that 
can burn, away from your stovetop. 

 Clean up food and grease from burners and stovetops. 
 
During Fire Prevention Week, the Victoria Fire Department will attend City of Victoria elementary schools to 
participate in fire drills and promote fire prevention and protection in the home.  
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES:  
 
Proclamation Ceremony at Victoria City Hall – Monday, October 7, 2013 from 8:50 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Immediately following a fire drill at City Hall, a ceremony will be held outside the Pandora Avenue entrance 
where Mayor Fortin will proclaim it to be Fire Prevention Week and speak to its significance to the community. 
 
Preventing Home Kitchen Fires Demonstration – Monday, October 7, 2013 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Victoria Fire Prevention Officer Brad Sifert will be available for interviews and to demonstrate safe, kitchen 
cooking practices in the home at a Victoria residence located at 1145 Balmoral Road. 
 

- 30 -  
For More Information: 

Katie Hamilton 
Director, Communications and Civic Engagement 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343 


