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Renovations Underway at Siem Lelum House 
 
Date:  Monday, February 25, 2013 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — Renovations are now underway to transform a former motel into supportive housing for 
Aboriginal single young adults (19–25) who are working and/or in school and for young Aboriginal families or 
Aboriginal grandparents raising grandchildren.  Tomorrow media are invited for a hard hat tour of the 
renovations that are currently in progress. 

The City of Victoria purchased the property at 120 Gorge Road East in July 2010 and has been working with 
the Victoria Native Friendship Centre on ‘Siem Lelum House’ which is Salish for ‘Respected House’.  The 
project has two phases.   

Phase One includes renovating the existing building on the east side of the property to create 26 permanent 
apartments.  The Victoria Native Friendship Centre is managing the Phase One renovations, in partnership 
with the City of Victoria.  14 studios apartments, 3 one bedroom apartments and 9 small family apartments are 
now being created.  When renovated, each apartment will include: a fridge, stove, shower or bath and 
cabinets.  The renovations will be complete in April and the first tenants will move in later this spring.   

The City of Victoria is currently in negotiations to sell the property to the Victoria Native Friendship Centre.  
Once the sale is complete, the Victoria Native Friendship Centre will move forward with Phase Two, which will 
include another 19 apartment units, a communal room and office.   

MEDIA OPPORTUNITY:  
What:  Media tour of renovations at Siem Lelum House 
When:  Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at 1:00 pm 
Who:   Mayor Dean Fortin and Bruce Parisian, Executive Director, Victoria Native Friendship Centre 
Where:  120 Gorge Road East.  Onsite parking is available off of Albany.  Please meet in the parking lot. 

 
The Victoria Native Friendship Centre’s vision for Siem Lelum House is: 

 To create a safe, affordable, supported and holistic “Urban Village” where life long skills and a healthy life 
style will be modeled, and necessary resources will be provided; 

 To renew traditional community-based practices and help build community wellness and sustainability; 

 To empower Aboriginal people on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish People and help them to regain 
health and pride of belonging. 

 
Aboriginal people are significantly over represented in the homeless population.  Within the Capital Regional 
District only 2.8% of the population is Aboriginal, but they make up 25% of the homeless population. 
 
This project is funded in part by the Government of Canada’s Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) - 
Aboriginal Homelessness funding, the Capital Regional District’s Housing Trust Fund, the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and the City of Victoria. 

— 30 — 
 
For More Information: 

Katie Josephson, Director of Corporate Communications, Office: 250.361.0210, Cellular: 250.217.8343 


