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Victoria is Top Small City in Canada 
for Commuter Challenge  

 
Date:  Wednesday, June 19, 2013 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — High participation rates in the recent National Commuter Challenge, placed Victoria as the 

winner in the Small Cities category (50,000- 100,000 residents). 
 
National Commuter Challenge Week, held June 2 to June 8, is an annual, friendly competition between cities 
and workplaces to encourage Canadians to leave their cars at home.  Participants tracked their daily 
commutes and were given instant information about the number of calories burned, how much fuel they saved 
and how much CO2 was avoided.  
 
“Victoria continues to earn the yellow jersey when it comes to commuter cycling,” noted Mayor Dean Fortin. 
“We are proud that Victorians choose to cut carbon, calories and costs by leaving their cars at home.” 
 
Within Victoria, 22 organizations with 238 individuals participated.  20,516 kilometers of carpooling, biking, 
walking, and taking transit were logged.  3,439 kg of CO2 were avoided and 1,609 litres of fuel were saved.  A 
whopping 378,237 calories were burned.   
 
The City of Victoria had the most participants with a team of 118 employees (50% of total participants in 
Victoria).  The highest percentage of trips by City employees were made by bike (37%), while only 6% of trips 
logged were by solo drivers.   
 
The City of Victoria is working to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions within its operations and 
within the community.  The Cut the Carbon Program has four focus areas: making buildings smarter, energy-
wise street and traffic lights, reducing waste and greening the fleet.  Encouraging staff and residents to get to 
and from work in a sustainable way is part of the solution. For more information visit: 
www.victoria.ca/sustainability. 
 
For more information about the Commuter Challenge visit www.commuterchallenge.ca . 
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