
M e d i a  R e l e a s e  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Changes to Downtown Victoria’s Zoning Bylaw                 
Planned for 2014  

Date:  Wednesday, January 8, 2014 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – The City of Victoria is proposing a new zoning bylaw for the downtown Central Business 
District to facilitate the growth anticipated over the next 30 years. An open house will be held January 15 to 
raise awareness and seek feedback on the proposed changes.  
 
OPEN HOUSE DETAILS:  
 
What:   Open House about changes to Downtown Victoria’s Zoning Bylaw 
When:   Wednesday, January 15, 2014, 3 – 7 p.m. 
Where:  City Hall Antechamber, 1 Centennial Square 
 
Changes to the zoning bylaw are being made to facilitate the approximately 10,000 new residents that are expected 
to relocate to the downtown over the next 30 years.  This increase in downtown population will create a significant 
demand for employment, housing and retail space. Zoning regulations guide the type of development that will occur 
in the downtown, fostering economic development and ensuring future growth is well-designed and diverse, and 
offers a range of amenities for the community.  
 
The first phase of updating the zoning bylaw will focus on the Central Business District, which is the main 
employment centre for Victoria, and the region as a whole. The City’s Downtown Core Area Plan envisions the 
Central Business District to contain a concentration of higher density office buildings, along with such 
complementary uses as apartments and condominiums, hotels, restaurants, public institutions, personal 
service businesses and retail stores.   
 
The proposed zoning regulations will help realize this vision through: 

 new and improved permitted uses that will support a strong concentration of commercial, employment 
and complementary uses, and will better reflect current development trends, niche markets and 
changing business models and types 

 new density provisions 
 new building height allowances 
 new regulations for the form of buildings, and 
 new regulations that support alternative transportation modes. 

 
For those unable to attend the open house, the open house materials and a survey about the proposed 
changes will be available online after the January 15 session and available until February 17.  
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The feedback collected from the open house and surveys will be presented to Council for their consideration.  
Approval of the new zoning regulations will be considered through a Public Hearing. 
 
For more information on the specific zones and regulations please visit: www.victoria.ca/zoning 
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For More Information:  
 
Katie Hamilton 
Director of Communications and Civic Engagement 
Office: 250.361.0210 
Blackberry: 250.217.8343 
 

 

http://www.victoria.ca/zoning

