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City Encourages Energy Efficiency for Earth Hour 

Date: Friday, March 28, 2013 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — This Saturday evening, Victoria will join cities around the world to raise awareness about 
climate change and the benefits of energy conservation. The City of Victoria is participating in Earth Hour, a 
global initiative organized by the World Wildlife Fund, to demonstrate what is possible when individuals take 
action on global warming.  
 
―Cities have a responsibility to be leaders in environmental stewardship,‖ said Mayor Dean Fortin. ―I encourage 
everyone in Victoria to turn out their lights during Earth Hour and to explore energy efficient options at home 
and at work that will make a difference every day of the year. We must turn this from an event to a 
commitment.‖ 
 
On Saturday, March 29 from 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., in addition to normal energy saving practices, staff will be 
turning off, or down, as many lights at City Hall as safely possible.  
 
The City of Victoria is working towards the goal of becoming carbon neutral in its municipal operations 
by reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions through: smarter buildings, greening the fleet, using 
less energy in street and traffic lights, and reducing waste sent to the landfill.  Approximately 60% of energy 
use from City of Victoria municipal operations comes from heating and operating buildings and lighting the city.  
 
Recent projects to increase energy efficiency at City operated buildings include: 
 

 Heating the foyer of City Hall with excess heat captured from the server room, lighting upgrades, 
smarter programming of heating and cooling systems  

 A new energy efficient natural gas furnace in the greenhouse at Beacon Hill Park– reducing natural gas 
use by 15%  

 New more efficient natural gas boilers and control system for the change rooms at Royal Athletic Park 
and Topaz Park – reducing natural gas use by 14% 

 Smarter programming of heating and cooling systems at the Victoria Conference Centre-  reducing total 
energy use at this location by 7% 

 New boiler and other energy efficiency work at the Fernwood Community Centre - reducing electricity 
use for heating and power by 16%.  

The energy savings reported above compare energy use in the year before the energy efficiency work to the 
year after. 
 
For more information visit www.victoria.ca/climateaction. 
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