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Feedback Invited on 2014-2018 Financial Plan 

Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2014 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – City Council has given preliminary approval to the 2014-2018 Financial Plan and is 
seeking feedback from the public. Information is available online and a presentation and open house is 
planned for April 23 at City Hall.   
 
―We have worked hard to lower our operating costs and increase our tax base. That work has paid off with the 
lowest tax increase in over a decade,‖ said Mayor Dean Fortin. ―The 2014 budget will continue to deliver high-
quality services and invest in capital infrastructure, providing good value for taxpayers.‖ 
 
For 2014, Council has given preliminary approval to an overall tax increase of 2.51%. This results in a 
proposed increase of 2.75% for residential properties ($60 increase for an average residential property) 
and 2.3% increase for business ($150 increase for a typical business property.)   
 
Highlights of the 2014 budget include: 
 

 $61 million in emergency services: police, fire and emergency management 

 $14.8 million in parks and recreation, including two new playgrounds at Hollywood and  
Alexander Parks 

 $14.3 million to rehabilitate and replace underground systems 

 $47 million for new Johnson Street Bridge with additional cycling, pedestrian and accessibility 
amenities 

 $6.4 million for transportation infrastructure, including sidewalks, bike lanes, crosswalks and 
paving 

 $9.8 million in upgrades and maintenance of City facilities, lands and property acquisition 

 $7.5 million to replace vehicles and equipment 

 $948,000 in arts and cultural events 

 $500,000 for implementing the City’s new Official Community Plan and downtown Core Area Plan 

 $300,000 for Downtown beautification 

 Continued improvements to customer service including several improved online services  
 
Background materials, the draft 2014-2018 Financial Plan and an online survey will be available at the 
public session, and can be found at www.victoria.ca/budget. Feedback will be collected until 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30.  
 
          What:     2014-2018 Presentation of Financial Plan and Open House  w 
          When:    Wednesday, April 23 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
          Where:   City Hall Antechamber, 1 Centennial Square 
 
An overview of the Financial Plan will be presented at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.  
 

— 30 — 
For More Information: 
Katie Hamilton, Director of Communications and Civic Engagement, Office: 250.361.0210  Cell: 250.217.8343 


