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Assembly Underway of Victoria’s Trademark Hanging Baskets  

Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2014 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — City Parks staff are assembling 100 hanging baskets a day in preparation for hanging on 

downtown lampposts starting Monday, June 9. Approximately 1,350 hanging baskets will be made this year  
using a variety of flowering plants grown at the Beacon Hill Park Nursery.  
 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: 
Media is invited to visit the Beacon Hill Park greenhouses tomorrow morning to see how Victoria’s trademark 
hanging baskets are made. Please check in at the Beacon Hill Park Maintenance Yard office upon arrival.  
 
What:  Assembly of Victoria’s Hanging Baskets 
When:  Wednesday, May 14, 2014, from 10:30 a.m. – noon  
Where:  Parks Maintenance Office, Beacon Hill Park (located at the end of Nursery Road) 
 
Over the past four years, City Parks staff have piloted a number of sun basket plants to determine which can  
best withstand warmer temperatures and bloom into October. New plants that have been introduced include 
Gaura ‘Ballerina Series’, Geranium Calliope ‘Scarlet Fire’, Petunias ‘White Carpet and Rose Carpet, Dichondra 
‘Silver Falls’, Lobelia Fountain Blue and Sapphire, and Tagetes Orange and Lemon Gem. 
 
Due to a fungal disease called Downy Mildew that struck Impatiens in the United Kingdom in 2003 and in North 
America more recently, this year’s shade baskets will instead feature Firecracker Tuberous Begonias, with 
Rhodochiton or Lysimachia ‘Goldii’ as trailing plants. 
 
Nine different varieties of plants are used in Victoria’s sun baskets, with a total of 25 plants featured in each. 
Once the baskets are made, they remain in the greenhouses for one week before being moved outside.  
When fully grown, the baskets can weigh over 20 kilograms (approximately 45 pounds).  
 
Victoria’s hanging flower baskets are a trademark recognized around the world and were introduced in 1937  
to celebrate the City of Victoria’s 75th year of incorporation. To learn how to make your own Victoria hanging 
basket, visit www.victoria.ca/hangingbaskets 
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For More Information: 

Katie Hamilton,  
Director of Communications and Civic Engagement 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343 

http://www.victoria.ca/hangingbaskets

