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Ladybugs to Make Downtown Street Trees Their Home 
 
Date:  Friday, June 6, 2014 For Immediate Release 

 
VICTORIA, BC — Approximately 150,000 ladybugs will make Victoria’s downtown street trees their new 

home over the next six weeks as City Parks crews conduct their annual ladybug release to protect the trees 
from aphids. Ladybugs are a beneficial insect that eat pests such as aphids, beetle larvae and spider mites 
which feed on Victoria gardens. 
 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: 
 
What:  Annual Release of Ladybugs on Downtown Street Trees  
When:  Friday, June 6, 2014, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
Where:  Government Street, starting at Humboldt Street, working north to Pandora Avenue 
 
City Parks Environmental Technician Thomas Munson will be available for interviews at the corner of 
Government and Broughton Streets. 
 
The adult ladybugs that are applied to the street trees will remain for several months, mating and laying their 
eggs in the next few weeks. Their offspring (larvae) will be hungry, eating up to 50 aphids per day in contrast  
to the adult ladybugs that will eat 5 – 10 aphids per day. 
 
Since 1994, City Parks staff have released ladybugs and other beneficial insects as an alternative to using 
pesticides on public lands. In February 2008, the City of Victoria became the first municipality in the Capital 
Region to adopt a bylaw to regulate the use of pesticides on public and private property.  
 
Victoria residents can attract ladybugs to their yard by planting umbrella-shaped flowers that are high in nectar 
and pollen such as geraniums, cosmos, and coreopsis, and herbs such as cilantro, dill and fennel. Ladybugs 
are also attracted to vegetables such as potatoes and cabbage.  
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For More Information: 

Katie Hamilton  
Director of Communications and Civic Engagement 
Office:  250.361.0210 Cellular:  250.217.8343 
 
 

 


