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VICTORIA, BC — Victoria Celebrates Canada Day, presented by Coast Capital Savings, promises to be  

a culturally, environmentally and family-friendly event. The City of Victoria expects close to 50,000 attendees  
at the festive celebration downtown on Tuesday, July 1 at Victoria’s Inner Harbour. Celebrations begin at noon, 
culminating in a spectacular fireworks display over Victoria’s Inner Harbour at 10:20 p.m., with accompanying  
music available on The Zone @ 91.3 or 100.3 The Q.  
 
Headlining this year will be Victoria-based, three-piece folk rock and reggae band, Jon and Roy, performing songs 
from their highly anticipated new album, By My Side. In addition, a strong mix of local and cultural acts will be 
showcased on the Main Stage, including Victoria’s joyful indie newcomers, Towers and Trees, and Kikeyambay,  
a BC-based musical collective combining musicians and dancers as a modern and dynamic Afro-fusion electric 
band. Throughout the day, the Main Stage will feature a variety of Victoria artists and multicultural performers, 
including Masala, Compaigni V'ni Dansi's 'Louis Riel Métis Dancers', Cookeilidh, the Sunshine Fitness Club  
Chinese Dancers, Bucan Bucan, Lola Parks and Stephanie Greaves.  
 
As part of an ongoing commitment by the City of Victoria to bring bilingual artists to the celebrations, Montreal- 
based Oothèque, the solo project of Malajube drummer, Francis Mineau, will take the stage to play from his highly 
anticipated first album. Oothèque was nominated for SiriusXM Emerging Artist of the Year (French) at the 2014 
SiriusXM Indies. 
 
Programming highlights will include a new initiative, the Active Nation Station. Families are invited to come down 
and try out a variety of recreational activities offered by local sport and recreation organizations. Local, two-time 
Olympic medalist Simon Whitfield will be onsite to participate in the fun and sign Canadian flags for young fans. 
JUNO award-winning children’s entertainer Charlotte Diamond will take centre stage Tuesday afternoon,  
promising a performance that will get kids dancing.  
 
A Flavour of Canada will return with an international food village and sponsor activity tents on Belleville Street,  
while Ship Point will play host to a second food village and expanded family-oriented performances on the  
Ska Fest Stage. To celebrate Ska Fest’s 15th anniversary, the City of Victoria and the Ska Society have partnered  
to develop a diverse program of reggae, ska and world beat music for the whole family to enjoy. Victoria Celebrates 
Canada Day entertainment at Ship Point will feature Dope Soda as the headliner, with Brave New Waves,  
New Groovement, The Leg-Up Program and Whitey keeping the mood light throughout the day. 
 
The community will have the opportunity to demonstrate their national pride by participating in the annual  
“Living Flag” human art piece on the Legislature Lawns. This year, 1,500 red and white T-shirts will be available 
courtesy of Coast Capital Savings for pick up at 12:30 p.m. or participants can bring their own to guarantee a spot. 
Participants are asked to assemble for the “Living Flag” photo between 1:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
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“Residents and visitors are invited to participate in the “Living Flag” as a celebration of our country’s ability to be 
unified through the strength of our diversity,” said Charlayne Thornton-Joe, City of Victoria Councillor and Canada 
Day organizer. “Victoria Celebrates Canada Day has gathered tremendous support from our sponsors, and we are 
pleased to showcase a high calibre line-up of both local and national artistic talent.”  
 
The City’s “green” initiatives will return, including a free bicycle parking valet service adjacent to the Legislature 
Buildings, paper-mâché fireworks, and the use of recyclable products by all food vendors participating in the 
Flavour of Canada international food village. A waste system will enable compost and recyclables to be separated 
from garbage.  
 
To maintain a safe and enjoyable celebration for everyone, alcohol will be prohibited from buses on Canada Day. 
Customers may be asked to demonstrate compliance by BC Transit staff or the police.   
 
“We are pleased to support this popular, family-friendly Canada Day event,” said BC Transit President and CEO 
Manuel Achadinha. “We hope celebrants take transit to alleviate congestion downtown and to safely mark 
Canada’s 147th birthday.”  
 
Regular fares will apply on July 1 as BC Transit will run a Saturday schedule with supplemental buses. Special 
Canada Day bus stops will be located along Douglas Street. Customers are encouraged to make their way to 
buses immediately following the fireworks to ensure a safe ride home. For bus schedules, visit: 
www.bctransit.com/regions/vic 
 
VicPD officers and reserves will be greeting the public and ensuring our nation’s 147th birthday celebration is 
a fun-filled, family-friendly event. 
 
“VicPD is proud to be a part of Victoria’s Canada Day celebrations,” said Chief Frank Elsner of VicPD. “Our 
members are committed to ensuring a safe, fun, family atmosphere for all to enjoy as we celebrate Canada’s 
birthday.” 
 
The public is encouraged to head downtown early as road closures around the Inner Harbour will begin at  
4 p.m. to provide a safe space for the community to gather and enjoy this festive celebration.  
 
City parkades and on-street parking downtown will be free on Tuesday, July 1. Pay parking is in effect 24/7  
at the City's surface parking lots.  
  
ATTACHED:  Schedule of Events and Map 
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For regular updates during Canada Day, follow @CityofVictoria on Twitter. 
 
For a detailed schedule of events, performer bios and sponsors, visit: www.VictoriaCanadaDay.ca     
 
 
For More Information: 
Charlayne Thornton-Joe      Meribeth Burton 
City Councillor and Canada Day Organizer    BC Transit Corporate Spokesperson  
250.217.0776        250.995.5720  
 
Constable Michael Russell 
VicPD Media Spokesperson 
250.995.7294 
 
 

http://www.bctransit.com/regions/vic
http://www.victoriacanadaday.ca/

