
Committee of the Whole Minute 
March 17, 2005 
 
4. PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
4.1 Expansion of Secondary Suite Policy in the City of Victoria 
 

The Manager, Community Development and the Senior Planner reviewed their report 
dated March 10, 2005.  Noting that the City’s 2004 Corporate Strategic Plan identified 
expansion of secondary suites as a key component of a comprehensive housing 
strategy for Victoria, it will ensure an adequate supply of safe and affordable housing 
options for residents.  This item was also a recommendation of the Capital Regional 
District’s Regional Housing Affordability Strategy. 
 
Members of the Committee offered the following comments: 
 
- the Advisory Housing Committee identified the expansion of secondary suites as one 

of the top three affordable housing initiatives; 
- economic benefits to people who will now be able to qualify for a mortgage with the 

revenue generated by legalized secondary suites; 
- the need to consider adding the secondary suite fee to property taxes, rather than 

administering it separately through business licensing; 
- concerns regarding the implications to communities, and the need for a grid outlining 

the costs and benefits; 
 - ensuring that the communication plan includes information regarding B.C. 

Assessment Authority’s inclusion of secondary suites – whether legal or illegal – as a 
land improvement on the property assessment; 

- secondary suites achieve density with less of an  impact to the community 
 
Action: Councillor Fortin moved that regarding permitting secondary suites: 
 

1. The regulations governing secondary suites in single-family dwellings in 
the Gonzales neighbourhood be extended to single-family dwellings in the 
R1-B, R1-A and R-2 Zones in the City as a whole.  (Note:  These 
regulations permit secondary suites in single-family dwellings of any age, 
without requiring on-site parking for the secondary suite [subject to 
meeting Building Code, health and safety requirements].  These 
regulations also permit secondary suites in new single-family dwellings.); 

 
2. The City Solicitor be instructed to prepare the necessary bylaw 

amendments as outlined in Table 1 of the Zoning Section noted in the 
report dated March 10, 2005, from the Manager, Community 
Development and the Senior Planner; 

 
3. All owners of single-family dwellings with secondary suites be required to 

pay an annual Business Licence fee of $100.00, and that there be a 
consequential amendment to the Business Licence Bylaw imposing a 
licensing requirement and fee for all residential rentals and conversions; 

 
4. An Open House be held on extending the Gonzales neighbourhood 

secondary suites regulations to the rest of the City to provide information 
on its proposed zoning changes and obtain comments and feedback from 
citizens; and 

 



5. Council endorse the communication plan attached to the report dated 
March 10, 2005, from the Manager, Community Development and the 
Senior Planner. 

  CARRIED.  05/235 
 

Action: Councillor Fortin moved that regarding illegal suites: 
 

1. The Director of Planning be requested to develop a series of 
recommendations to manage suites that have been constructed or altered 
without requisite permits and are not located in appropriate land use 
zones; and 

2. In the interim, the City of Victoria continue to enforce against suites in 
accordance with existing policy.  

 CARRIED.  05/234 
 

 


