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Executive Summary  

The City of Victoria hosted two public workshops in January 2009, in order to gather public input on the 

proposed Urban Forest Master Plan. At least 80 people attended each of the workshops. In addition, 160 

provided feedback through an online or hard copy survey.  

Results of the public consultation indicated that the participants care deeply about the urban forest, and place 

a high value on its maintenance and enhancement. The most important issues identified were planting and 

care of trees, managing/restoring/enhancing natural areas, and preparing for climate change.  

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ 

many functions include shading, stormwater management and food production. The areas identified as highest 

priority for restoration and enhancement were natural areas (including Garry oak, upland coniferous, riparian 

and shoreline ecosystems), boulevards and open areas (e.g., parks, school grounds, and playing fields).  

Participants overwhelmingly felt that residents should have a greater say in urban forest stewardship, likely 

reflecting the high level of commitment and engagement of the respondents themselves. Suggested ways to 

involve residents more included encouǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨƘƻǎǘΩ ŀ ōƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ, 

removing invasive species, restoring ecosystems to a more natural state, and watering new street trees close to 

their homes.  

Participants were appreciative of the opportunity to provide input into the development of the plan, and 

expressed an interest in learning of future opportunities to provide input.  

The next step will be the development of a draft Urban Forest Master Plan, with input from the project 

Steering Committee and Inter-departmental Committee. This draft plan will be presented to the public for 

comment before taking it to Council.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a full copy of the consultation report, please see www.victoria.ca/urbanforest  

http://www.victoria.ca/urbanforest

