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PART 3 – TYPES OF NOISE 

Noise disturbing neighbourhood 

11 (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Bylaw,  

(a) a person must not make or cause a noise or sound in a street, park, plaza 
or similar public place which disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace 
rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of persons in the neighbourhood 
or vicinity; 

(b) a person who is the owner or occupier of, or is in possession or control of, 
real property must not make, suffer, or permit any other person to make, 
a noise or sound, on that real property, which can be easily heard by a 
person not on the same premises and which disturbs or tends to disturb 
the quiet, peace rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of persons in 
the neighbourhood or vicinity. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who makes, causes, or permits to be 
made or caused, a sound or noise in compliance with the provisions of sections 5 
to 8 unless the noise or sound is clearly audible at a point of reception in a 
residential area between the hours of 10:00 p.m. one day and 7:00 a.m. the 
following day. 

Prohibited types of noise 

12 (1) Without limiting the generality of section 11, the following conduct is specifically 
prohibited: 

(a) shouting, using a megaphone or sound amplification device or making 
other noise in, at or on streets, parks, wharves, docks, piers, boat 
landings, ferry-landings, railway or bus stations or other public places; 

(b) the playing of any radio, phonograph, cassette or CD player, television, 
musical instrument or sound amplification device whether in or upon a 
private premises or in any public place at such a volume (loudness) as to 
disturb or tend to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or 
convenience of individuals or the public; 

(c) within a Quiet District, the keeping or harbouring of any dog, bird or other 
animal, which barks or emits cries or other noises in a persistent manner 
that may easily be heard by a person not on the same premises and 
which disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, 
comfort or convenience of individuals or the public; 

(d) the operation of any automobile, truck, motorcycle, bus or other motorized 
vehicle which by reason of disrepair, the use of a muffler that fails to cool 
and expel exhaust gases from the engine without excessive noise, mode 
of operation of the vehicle (squealing of tires except during emergency 
braking to avoid accidents, over-revving of engine or excessive 
acceleration of vehicle) or any other cause, creates noise or sound which 
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disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or 
convenience of individuals or the public; 

(e) the production of amplified sound from a radio, cassette tape or CD 
player or other playback device or amplification equipment, or the sound 
of a musical instrument, that emanates from a motor vehicle and can 
easily be heard by a person of normal hearing acuity at a distance of 5 m 
(16.4 ft.) or more from the vehicle; 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who makes, causes, or permits to be 
made or caused, a sound or noise in compliance with the provisions of sections 5 
to 8 unless the noise or sound is clearly audible at a point of reception in a 
residential area between the hours of 10:00 p.m. one day and 7:00 a.m. the 
following day. 

Exemptions specified 

13 This Bylaw does not apply to: 

(a) a vehicle of the Police or Fire Department of the City, or an ambulance or other 
public service or emergency vehicle while engaged in a service of the public 
convenience or necessity; 

(b) the sounding of a horn or other signaling device upon any vehicle, boat or train 
where such sounding is properly and necessarily used as  a danger or warning 
signal; 

(c) the use, in a reasonable manner, of an apparatus or mechanism for the 
amplification of the human voice or music in a public park, public facility or 
square in connection with a public meeting, public celebration, athletic or sports 
event or other public gathering, if 

(i) that gathering is held under a permit issued under the authority of the 
Parks Regulation Bylaw, or 

(ii) that gathering has received prior approval under section 20, 

(iii) if the noise produced by that gathering does not exceed 90 dB when 
received at a Point of Reception or such other lower sound level specified 
in the permit or approval. 

(d) the use of bells or chimes by churches, and the use of carillons where such 
carillons have been lawfully erected; 

(e) a parade, procession, performance, concert, ceremony, event, gathering or 
meeting in or on a street or public space, if that is permitted in the City under a 
bylaw or statute; 

(f) a sound or noise resulting from the use, in a reasonable manner, of the premises 
of a Community Care Facility duly licensed under the Community Care Facility 
Act, or from the use of a similar institution; 



 

Bylaw current to February 1, 2015.  To obtain latest amendments, if any, contact Legislative Services at 250-361-0571. 

13 

(g) a garbage collection service  

(i) between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. within an Activity District; 

(ii) between 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on a weekday; 

(iii) between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday; 

(h) the noon cannon at Laurel Point; 

(i) municipal works including, but not limited to, the construction and repair of 
streets, sewers and other underground services; 

(j) the City’s Parks Division maintenance work between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
any day; 

(k) the nightly cleaning of streets and sidewalks and the collection of garbage from 
sidewalk refuse bins within the downtown core area by the City’s Public Works 
staff; 

(l) emergency repairs to buildings which cannot reasonably be delayed until normal 
working hours. 

Advertising 

14 A person who is the owner, occupier or in possession of any real property must not 
cause or permit audio advertising which 

(a) is directed at pedestrians or motorists on any street or sidewalk, or 

(b) can be heard on any street or sidewalk. 

Commercial premises 

15 In commercial premises a person must not make, cause, or permit to be made or 
caused, noise or sound from a radio, television, tape or CD player or other sound 
playback device, public address system, or any other music or voice amplification 
equipment,  musical instrument, whether recorded or live, whether amplified or not, the 
C-weighted equivalent sound level of which exceeds the following limits when measured 
at a point of reception: 

(a) 70 dBC during the daytime; 

(b) 65 dBC during the nighttime. 

Power equipment 

16 Despite any other provision of this Bylaw, but subject to sections 17 and 18, a person 
may,  when using or operating power equipment between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., make  
or cause a sound or noise that exceeds the sound level limits set out in sections 5 to 8 if 
the equivalent sound level does not exceed 75 dBA on an approved sound meter when 
received at the greater of the following distances from that power equipment: 
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(a) at the point of reception; 

(b) 15.2 m (50 ft.).   

Leaf blowers 

17 Despite any other provision of this Bylaw, a person may operate a leaf blower in or 
adjacent to a residential area, or a mixed residential and commercial area, if 

(a) the equivalent sound level does not exceed 65 dBA on an approved sound meter 
when received at the greater of the following distances from that leaf blower: 

(i) the point of reception; 

(ii) 15.2 m; and 

(b) the person operates the leaf blower  

(i) between 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on a weekday, or 

(ii) between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday. 

Chainsaws 

18 Despite any other provision of this Bylaw 

(a) subject to subsection (b), a person may operate a chainsaw in or adjacent to a 
residential area or mixed residential and commercial area only  

(i) between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on a weekday; 

(ii) between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday; 

(b) a person must not at any time operate a chainsaw the equivalent sound level of 
which exceeds 85 dBA on an approved sound meter when measured at the 
greater of the following distances from that chainsaw: 

(i) at the point of reception; 

(ii) 15.2m (50 feet). 

Construction 

19 (1) A person must not at any time, in or adjacent to residential premises, make or 
cause sound or noise resulting from construction, the equivalent sound level of 
which exceeds 85 dBA on an approved sound meter when measured at the 
greater of the following distances from that source of sound or noise: 

(a) at the point of reception; 

(b) 15.2 m (50 ft.). 



 

Bylaw current to February 1, 2015.  To obtain latest amendments, if any, contact Legislative Services at 250-361-0571. 

15 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to construction work carried out within a street. 

(3) Subject to subsection (1), a person may carry out any construction that disturbs 
the quiet, peace, rest or enjoyment of the public, only    

(a) between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on a weekday that is not a holiday; 

(b) between 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on a Saturday that is not a holiday. 

PART 4 – GENERAL 

Exemptions by permission 

20 (1) A person may submit an application for an exemption from the provisions of this 
Bylaw 

(a) to the Chief Building Inspector regarding construction issues if it is 
impossible or impractical to comply with section 19(1) or (3), or  

(b) to the Director of Parks & Community  Services regarding outdoor special 
events on public or private property if that person cannot comply with 
section 5 to 8, 11 or 12 as a result of an outdoor special event.   

(2) The Chief Building Inspector may 

(a) exempt construction work from the provisions of section 19(1) or (3), and 

(b) determine the terms of an exemption under this subsection. 

(3) The Director of Parks & Community Services 

(a) may exempt an outdoor special event from the provisions of sections 5 to 
8, 11 or 12; 

(b) must not authorize an exemption for an outdoor special event that will 
produce a sound level that exceeds 90 dB when received at a point of 
reception; 

(c) may determine the terms of an exemption under this subsection. 

(4) An application for an exemption must be in writing and must contain all of the 
following: 

(a) the name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 

(b) the civic address of the location of the works or events; 

(c) the building permit number, if applicable; 

(d) the reasons for the requested exemption;  
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(e) a description of the source of noise in respect of which the exemption is 
sought; 

(f) the exact period of time for which the exemption is requested; 

(g) a statement of the measures planned or presently being taken to 
minimize the sound or noise created;  

(h) a non-refundable application fee of $50.00. 

(5) An application for an exemption must be submitted to the City within the following 
time  limits for the following work or event for which the exemption is requested: 

(a) at least 10 business days before construction work; 

(b) at least 6 weeks before an outdoor special event that does not require 
street closures; 

(c) at least 4 months before an outdoor special event, at which more than 
1,000 individuals are expected to attend, that requires street closures. 

(6) The Director of Parks & Community Services may seek the direction of Council 
before consenting to an exemption for an outdoor special event.  

(7) The Mayor may reduce the time limit within which an application is required to be 
made under subsection (5) in the event of an emergency or other unforeseen 
circumstance. 

(8) The Chief Building Inspector and the Director of Parks & Community  Services 
must advise a person who is denied an exemption of that person’s right of 
reconsideration by Council. 

(9) A person who has been refused an exemption by a decision of the Chief Building 
Inspector or the  Director of Parks & Community  Services may apply to have 
Council reconsider that decision in accordance with the following procedures: 

(a) the person may apply by notice to the Corporate Administrator within 14 
days of the decision; 

(b) the person may address Council in writing or in person concerning the 
request for the exemption; 

(c) the Council may allow or refuse the exemption. 

Objectionable noises 

21 The noises and sounds prohibited by Sections 5 to 8, 11, 12, and 15 to 19 of this Bylaw 
are considered by Council for the City of Victoria to be objectionable and liable to disturb 
the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of individuals or the public. 
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Severability 

22 No provision of this Bylaw depends for its validity on the validity of any other provision. 

Offences and penalties 

23 (1) A person commits an offence and is subject to the penalties imposed by this 
Bylaw, the Ticket Bylaw and the Offence Act if that person: 

(a) contravenes a provision of this Bylaw; 
 
(b) consents to, allows, or permits an act or thing to be done contrary to this 

Bylaw; or 
 

(c) neglects or refrains from doing anything required by a provision of this 
Bylaw. 
 

(2) The minimum penalty for a contravention of a provision of this Bylaw is a fine of 
$200. 

(3) Each day that a contravention of a provision of this Bylaw occurs or continues 
shall constitute a separate offence. 

Repeal 

24 Bylaw No. 90-160, the Noise Abatement Bylaw is repealed. 

 
READ A FIRST TIME the  26th  day of  June 2003 
 
READ A SECOND TIME the  26th  day of  June 2003 
 
READ A THIRD TIME the 11th  day of  March 2004 
 
ADOPTED on the  25th  day of  March 2004   
 
 
 
 “ROBERT G. WOODLAND” “ALAN LOWE” 

CORPORATE ADMINISTRATOR     MAYOR 
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Schedule A  
 

Noise District Map  
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Schedule B 

 
Summary of Districts’ Permitted Noise Levels 
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Table 1: Equivalent Sound Level (Leq) Limits (expressed in dBA) for sound or noise created 
and received in the “Quiet”, “Intermediate” and “Activity” Noise Districts 


