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City Will Turn Off Lights for Earth Hour 

Thursday, March 24, 2011 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — This Saturday night, Victoria will join cities around the world to raise awareness about 
climate change. The City of Victoria is participating in Earth Hour for the fourth year in a row, a global initiative 
organized by the World Wildlife Fund(WWF) to demonstrate what is possible when individuals take action on 
global warming.  
 
 “When it comes to reducing greenhouse gases, we often think about vehicle emissions, forgetting that lights 
and heat for buildings can also be significant sources,” said Acting Mayor Charlayne Thornton-Joe. “Victoria is 
one of the top communities in Canada for sustainable transportation use, with 46 per cent of people choosing 
to walk, cycle or take transit to commute everyday. Earth Hour reminds us that we could do even better by 
turning off lights, turning down the heat and upgrading our buildings to be more energy efficient.” 
 
On Saturday, March 26, 2011 from 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. the City will turn off, or down, as many lights in 
municipal buildings as safely possible. As usual, staff will turn off any unnecessary lights as well as computers 
and monitors before leaving work for the weekend.  
 
For information on what residents and businesses can do to take part in Earth Hour and to reduce their daily 
energy consumption, visit: www.victoria.ca and click on “What’s New?” or sign up to participate at 
www.EarthHourCanada.org. 
 
The WWF recently picked Victoria as one of the top 10 cities leading the way on climate change based on 
specific, climate-change related indicators, including: greenhouse gas emission reduction, municipal 
greenhouse gas reduction targets, renewable energy, green building and green transportation. Earlier this 
year, Corporate Knights - Canada’s magazine for clean capitalism, ranked Victoria as the most sustainable 
small city in Canada. Victoria also tied with Vancouver for the most overall sustainable city in the country. 
 
Victoria recently endorsed the creation of a green buildings policy to encourage developers to build more 
sustainably. In 2010, the City committed to two ambitious environmental targets, signing the BC Green 
Communities Act with a goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the community by 33 per cent by 2020, 
and targeting 2012 for municipal operations to be carbon neutral. 
 
Climate protection and more sustainable energy use will also form a major part of Victoria’s new Official 
Community Plan, currently being developed through intensive community consultation. 
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