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Victoria Emergency Management Agency Wins  
International Award for Prepare Victoria! Campaign 

 
Date:  Friday, September 2, 2011 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – The Victoria Emergency Management Agency (VEMA) has won a first place IAEM Global 
Public Awareness Award for its Prepare Victoria! campaign at the International Association of Emergency 
Managers 2011 Global Awards Competition.  VEMA is the City of Victoria’s resource for coordinating an 
emergency response in a disaster, and educating Victoria citizens on how to be “emergency prepared.”   
 
“I am pleased and proud to congratulate staff on producing an award-winning campaign that educates and 
empowers our citizens to be prepared for an emergency,” said Mayor Dean Fortin.  “I would also like to thank 
the many dedicated community volunteers who help make Prepare Victoria! a great success.“ 
 
Launched in 2009, the public awareness campaign engages Victoria citizens, asking and informing them  
what it will take to be prepared for an emergency such as a power outage, snow storm, or earthquake.   
The campaign features a unique series of “Recipe for Disaster” cards on how to protect your family, business 
or pets in the event of a disaster.  Prepare Victoria! is designed to capture the public’s attention and motivate 
them to action - whether that be attending a free emergency preparedness workshop, preparing an  
emergency kit and a family reunification plan, or learning more about a volunteer opportunity.  For more 
information, visit: www.PrepareVictoria.ca 
 
Building on the proven success of the campaign, Victoria citizens can now receive emergency preparedness 
information and tips when they “Like” the Victoria Emergency Management Agency on Facebook.  In the event 
of a major emergency such as an earthquake, social media will be a key way to communicate.  
 
The International Association of Emergency Managers Global Public Awareness Award recognizes programs 
or processes that demonstrate innovative, multi-participant involvement between local governments and 
private sector businesses, non-governmental organizations/non-profits, or individuals.  The awards ceremony 
takes place in October in Munich, Germany.  IAEM is a non-profit educational organization with 5,000 
members in 58 countries, dedicated to promoting the goals of saving lives and protecting property during 
emergencies and disasters.  For more information, visit:  
www.iaem.com/pressroom/documents/IAEM-GlobalAwardsNewsRelease080211.pdf 
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For More Information: 

Rob Johns, Emergency Coordinator 
Victoria Emergency Management Agency 
Office: 250.920.3355   
Cellular: 250.888.3594 


