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Annual “Goose Herding” Takes Flight in Beacon Hill Park  

Date: Monday, August 8, 2011            For Immediate Release 
 
VICTORIA, BC — Tomorrow morning, City Parks staff will assist professional dog handler Diana Jasinski  
and her dog “Splash” launch Victoria’s annual goose management in Beacon Hill Park.  Since 2007, the City  
of Victoria has used supervised, trained dogs as part of an integrated approach to discourage geese from  
nesting in City parks. 
 
Jasinski and “Splash” work as a team to safely herd Canada geese away from the park. Nesting geese 
produce feces containing harmful bacteria, displace native birds and plants, harm grassy areas and rare 
ecosystems, and are aggressive to humans and other wildlife.   
 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY:  
To see the City’s annual “goose herding” take flight, media are invited to meet at the bridge at Goodacre Lake.  
Parking is available in the parking lot off Arbutus Way by the children’s playground.  
 
What:  Annual “Goose Herding” in Beacon Hill Park 
When:  Tuesday, August 9, 2011, from 11 a.m. - noon 
Where:  Beacon Hill Park, Goodacre Lake Bridge 
 
The herding will take place over the next four months when Canada geese are looking for ideal nesting sites.  
To help deter geese from nesting, the public is asked to not feed geese in the park.  
 
In addition to the use of supervised, trained dogs, the City deters geese from nesting by planting large, grassy 
areas with ferns and trees to block the birds’ sightlines to bodies of water in the park.  City Parks staff also use 
a remote-controlled boat on Goodacre Lake to discourage geese from nesting in the area.  
 
Due to our favourable climate, Canada geese no longer migrate south. A decrease in hunting has also 
contributed to rising geese populations.  Recognizing that non-migratory geese contribute to health, economic, 
and environmental issues, the Capital Regional District is developing a regional goose management strategy. 
For more information, visit: http://www.crd.bc.ca/parks/gooseman-strategy.htm 
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