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VICTORIA, BC — Next week, the first 10 of 50 innovative businesses funded by the City of Victoria, Saanich 
and the CRD will start the New Year learning how to cut costs through shrinking their carbon footprint. 
 
A hardware store (Bay West Hardware), an organic produce deliverer (Share Organics), a boutique hotel (the 
Hotel Rialto), and a planning, design and landscape consultancy (LANDECA) will all join MacNutt Soils and 
Mulches, and Synergy Building Maintenance in the first cohort of the Climate Smart program – alongside green 
solutions providers, Emterra Environmental and City Green Solutions. As a group, they will draw upon both the 
experience of the Climate Smart team, as well as each other, in the pursuit of becoming the most efficient 
businesses in their industries. 
 
$1,000 subsidies from Victoria, Saanich and the CRD towards the Climate Smart program for small and 
medium-sized businesses are still available. For more information: www.climatesmartbusiness.com/crd. 
 
The Climate Smart program teaches businesses how to measure their carbon footprint, identify ways to reduce 
their carbon emissions, as well as how to reduce energy and operational costs. Learning how to best engage 
employees, and reduce turnover is also a critical cost-saving aspect of the program. Marketing strategies 
focused on business’ carbon-reducing actions are also emphasized, and participants gain access to an online 
tool to calculate and manage their carbon footprint. In addition, Climate Smart Businesses receive one-on-one 
advising from experts, and membership in a diverse network of businesses pursuing the most innovative and 
environmentally friendly business models achievable. 
 
“Just because we’re a recycler doesn’t naturally mean that we are the best for the environment. We, every day, 
want to be the best,” said Climate Smart alumnus Gary Ellice, General Manager of Victoria’s Ellice Recycling.  
 
While more series of training sessions will launch throughout the spring, the first group is set to begin on 
January 25.  To qualify for the $1,000 in subsidies, businesses must base their operations in the City of 
Victoria or the District of Saanich, or be a supplier to the CRD, the City of Victoria or the District of Saanich.  
 
Interested businesses can visit: www.climatesmartbusiness.com/crd or www.victoria.ca/climateaction. 
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For More Information:   
Andy Orr, Senior Manager, CRD Corporate Communications, Cell: 250.216.5492       
 
Katie Josephson, Director of Communications, City of Victoria, Cell: 250.217.8343 
 
Mark Boysen, Sustainability Coordinator, District of Saanich, Cell: 250.217.2457 


