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Three City of Victoria Staff Awarded Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal for Community Contributions 

 
Date:  Wednesday, April 3, 2013 For Immediate Release 

 
VICTORIA, BC —   Brian Sikstrom, Terry Snow and Katie Josephson have been recognized for their contributions 

to two programs, one aimed at increasing affordable housing options and another international partnership in 
solid waste management and environmental education.  The three staff join Fire Chief Jeff Lambert, also recently 
honoured with a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
 
The medals, which commemorate the 60th year of Queen Elizabeth II's reign, recognize people who have 
dedicated themselves to serving their community, their country and their fellow Canadians.  Individuals were 
nominated based on their exceptional public service contributions in Canada and abroad. The distinction 
highlights the exemplary efforts of those who strive to make communities great places to live. 
 
Photo Opportunity 
What:    Mayor and Council will present Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medals to City staff 
When/Where:  Thursday, April 4, 10 a.m. in Council Chambers, Victoria City Hall 
 
Brian Sikstrom was the lead City planner on the development of the award-winning Making Secondary Suites 
Easier program launched in 2009. Secondary suites help improve housing affordability through increasing the 
density of our neighbourhoods, while protecting green space. Since the launch of the program, over 200 
secondary suites have been created. Victoria was one of the first municipalities in the Region to change 
regulations to encourage suites and created a now fully subscribed grant program as added incentive.    
Encouraging secondary suites also supports the environmental and social sustainability of the Region by reducing 
vehicle trips; making better use of existing houses and services; providing opportunities for citizens to age in 
place; and maintaining neighbourhood character while allowing for change.   
 
Terry Snow and Katie Josephson participated in a Federation of Canadian Municipalities partnership between 
Victoria and the Nicaraguan Capital City of Managua and the neighbouring city of Tipitapa. Victoria’s Manager  
of Solid Waste, Terry Snow, and the CRD’s Alan Summers, worked in tandem to develop a solid waste 
management plan for the two cities. Katie Josephson, the City’s Director of Communications, worked with local 
officials, elementary schools and media to lead the development of a public awareness program about the 
connection between local health issues and the need for sanitary disposal of garbage in their communities. 
 
The Victoria - Tipitapa - Managua partnership is seen as a model for solid waste management in developing 
countries.  Recently, the City of Managua secured a long term agreement with the Government of Spain to seal 
off the largest open air dump in Latin America and construct a new recycling plant to reduce waste and employ 
former garbage collectors.  The project will also see homes built for the over 250 people that were living in the 
dump in Managua. 
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