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VICTORIA, BC — More than 100 sports field professionals from Vancouver Island and from as far as Seattle 

will gather at Royal Athletic Park today to learn from the best at a hands-on training session on sports field 
preparation and maintenance.  
 
Participants will train with industry professionals such as Scott MacVicar, Grounds Manager for the University  
of Washington Intercollegiate Athletics and the former Head Grounds Keeper of the San Francisco Giants.  
They’ll learn how to construct and maintain a pitcher’s mound, as well as pattern and dragging techniques.  
The training sessions will cover field layout and care, seed selection and soil science.  
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY: 
Media are invited to learn more on what it takes to operate and maintain a professional sports field. Ken Hilchey, 
the City’s Supervisor of Park Operations and industry professionals will be available for interviews. Media are 
asked to enter the Park at the gates located next to the office at Caledonia Avenue and Vancouver Street.  
 
What:  Vancouver Island Sports Field Day 
When:  Wednesday, May 8, 2013, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Where:  Royal Athletic Park, 1014 Caledonia Avenue 
 
The City of Victoria is partnering with BrettYoung, a Canadian seed company, to bring this specialized training to 
Vancouver Island. City Parks staff who operate and maintain Victoria sports fields and diamonds, including Royal 
Athletic Park, will be participating in tomorrow’s training session, many of them earning continuing education 
credits. The training event is made possible by the support of more than 12 industry sponsors.  
 
This field training is timely as Royal Athletic Park is the new home of the Victoria HarbourCats of the West 
Coast League, a college-level, wood bat baseball league. The Victoria HarbourCats home opener is June 5. 
The Highlanders Football Club kicked off another exciting soccer season at the Park this past Sunday.  
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For More Information: 

Ken Hilchey 
Supervisor of Parks Operations 
Parks, Recreation and Culture Department 
Cellular: 250.883.3603 
 

 


