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The Hands of Time Beckons to be Explored 
 

Date:  Wednesday, May 22, 2013 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – Twelve bronze sculptures of life-size hands engaged in activities that symbolize the Capital 

City’s history and identity are now ready to be explored around downtown Victoria. The community joined Mayor 
Dean Fortin, British Columbia-based artist Crystal Przybille, and Franc D’Ambrosio, a member of the City of 
Victoria Art in Public Places committee for the official unveiling of The Hands of Time public artwork which 
commemorates the City of Victoria’s 150th anniversary of incorporation in 2012.  
 
“The Hands of Time beautifully reflects Victoria’s rich history,” said Mayor Fortin. “Crystal Przybille has done an 
amazing job at creating sculptures that connect us to significant moments in our city’s past, providing residents 
and visitors with a unique, commemorative walking tour downtown.” 
 
The three-dimensional hands vary in culture, age and gender, and quietly convey eras and stories of Victoria. 
The bronze sculptures depict hands carving a canoe paddle, holding a railway spike, performing with a fan, 
carrying blankets, carrying books, holding binoculars, tying a rope to a mooring ring, panning for gold, raising  
a tea cup, holding a mirror, cupping Dogwood blossoms, and digging Camas bulbs.  
 
To ensure authenticity, Przybille (pronounced Sheh-bill) worked with First Nations artists in designing two of 
the art pieces. The paddle element in the “Carving the Canoe Paddle” sculpture was designed by Clarence 
Dick of the Songhees Nation, and the gathering basket element in the “Digging Camas Bulbs” sculpture was 
designed by Carolyn Memnook of the T'souke Nation.  
 
The “Holding a Mirror” sculpture which incorporates smoothly polished, stainless steel reflective pieces was 
unveiled at this morning’s ceremony at the Lower Causeway. The other 11 bronze sculptures are located 
around Victoria’s Inner Harbour, with one art piece at City Hall, The Hudson, along the Songhees Walkway, 
and another at the top of Beacon Hill at Beacon Hill Park. The artworks can be found on buildings, lamp 
standards, rocks in landscaped areas, and on bedrock. 
 
“The artwork is designed to playfully engage young and old, local and visitor, while kindling interest in Victoria's 
history and identity,” said artist Crystal Przybille. “Each piece reveals a depth of meaning about Victoria, and 
beckons exploration and contemplation.” 

 
Crystal Przybille was one of more than 80 artists from across Canada who responded to the 150th anniversary 
public art "Call to Artists". Sixteen semi-finalists were selected, from which four artists were invited to submit a 
maquette and a detailed proposal. Submissions were assessed on their artistic merit, expression of theme, 
feasibility, the use of public space, and sustainability. The national, three-stage public art competition followed 
the City of Victoria's Art in Public Places Policy. The budget for the artwork was $100,000 and was funded by 
the Art in Public Places Reserve Fund.     
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“The jury selected the multiple piece for its elegant and unsentimentally poetic commemoration of the city’s 
history, and its inclusive connection with place and people,” said Franc D’Ambrosio, a member of the City of 
Victoria Art in Public Places committee. “The works are thoughtful, well-crafted and beautiful, and a worthy 
addition to Victoria’s public realm.” 
 
Crystal Przybille has a Fine Arts degree with Distinction from the University of Victoria. Her artwork, The Father 
Pandosy Mission 150th Anniversary Commemorative Sculpture, permanently commemorates the 150th 
anniversary of the oldest Euro-Canadian settlement in the Okanagan Valley and is part of the Kelowna Public 
Art Collection. The Hands of Time is Przybille's first artwork in the City of Victoria's public art collection.  
 
The City is partnering with local historian John Adams to provide free walking tours of some of the sculptures 
over the next few weekends. Registration is not required. Participants are asked to meet at the “Holding a 
Mirror” sculpture located at the Lower Causeway of Victoria’s Inner Harbour. Free tours will be offered on: 
 

 Sunday, May 26, from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.  

 Saturday, June 8, from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

 Sunday, June 9, from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

 Saturday, June 15, from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

A map of the sculpture locations is now available on the City of Victoria website. A walking tour brochure will 
be available at Tourism Victoria and local venues by early summer. For more information, visit: www.victoria.ca 
 

— 30 — 
 
ATTACHMENT:  The Hands of Time Backgrounder/Map 
 
For More Information: 

Katie Josephson  
Director of Communications 
Cellular: 250.217.8343 
 
Franc D’Ambrosio 
Member, City of Victoria Art in Public Places Committee 
Cellular: 250.384.2400 
 
Crystal Przybille 
Artist, The Hands of Time 
Cellular: 1.250.864.8445 
 

http://www.victoria.ca/

