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Remember Family Pets in Earthquake Preparedness Planning 

Date:  Tuesday, May 6, 2014            For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – Whether you have a furry, scaled or feathered friend, your pet needs to be considered in 
your family’s earthquake preparedness planning. Having a pet emergency kit on hand with enough supplies to 
last seven or more days could help save your pet’s life after a major earthquake. Families can purchase ready-
made kits or assemble their own.  

Tomorrow morning, the media is invited to learn more about what families need to include in their pet earthquake 
kit. Staff from the Victoria Emergency Management Agency, the Township of Esquimalt and the District of Oak 
Bay Emergency Programs, and Victoria Animal Control Services will be available for interviews.  

MEDIA OPPORTUNITY:  
What:  Disaster Planning for Pets 
When:  Wednesday, May 7, 2014, from 11 a.m. - noon  
Where:  Victoria Animal Control Services, 564 David Street 

Media will have the opportunity to interact with cats and dogs, and information displays will feature 
the supplies a pet earthquake kit should include such as food, water, can opener, bowls, cages, leash, 
blanket/outdoor coat, medication and pet first aid supplies.  

Victoria Animal Control Services will also talk about its cage donation program. The public can call to arrange 
an appointment to drop off their clean, used pet cage, which will be distributed to local municipalities in the 
event of a large-scale disaster.  

Reuniting with a lost pet can be difficult after an earthquake. It’s important to keep pet vaccinations and licence 
tags up to date. Families should consider engraving a cell phone number and their pet’s name on a pet ID tag, 
or having a vet implant a microchip or tattoo their pet for easy identification.   

This week is National Emergency Preparedness Week (May 4 – 10, 2014). Held annually the first week of May, 
it’s designed to raise awareness of the importance of having an emergency kit and making an emergency plan. 
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For More Information: 
 
Rob Johns, Emergency Coordinator   Maegan Thompson, Emergency Program Manager 
Victoria Emergency Management Agency   Township of Esquimalt Emergency Program 
Office: 250.920.3355 Cellular: 250.888.3594   250.414.7120 
 
Ian Fraser, Senior Animal Control Officer   Eileen Grant, Manager   
Victoria Animal Control     District of Oak Bay Emergency Program (OBEP) 
Office: 250.414.0233      250.592.9121  


