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VICTORIA, BC – The votes are counted and nearly $55,000 is being awarded to five community-led youth
projects in the City of Victoria’s 2019 Participatory Budgeting.
The theme this year was initiatives that make life better for youth in Victoria. A total of 16 projects went out for
public voting and nearly 5,000 residents cast their ballot for the ones they wanted to see funded.
Projects receiving funding include a program to prevent youth homelessness, a music and poetry open mic for
youth mental health awareness, a youth-focused parenting program, and a pollinator youth squad training and
leadership program. A talent show for youth will also receive funding in the micro-grant category.
“Participatory Budgeting empowers our residents to create community-led projects and decide how to spend a
portion of the City’s budget,” said Victoria Councillor Sharmarke Dubow, Council Liaison to the City of Victoria
Youth Council, at the event today to announce this year’s recipients. “I thank everyone who participated and look
forward to seeing these five important projects benefit youth in our city.”
Participatory Budgeting is an innovative, democratic process that gives the entire community the opportunity to
participate and decide how to invest a portion of the City budget. The process is run by a volunteer steering
committee, organized this year by the City of Victoria Youth Council. The committee engaged with the
community to encourage project submissions and ensured the process was transparent, fair, and inclusive.
“Victoria’s Participatory Budgeting process truly supports citizen-led efforts to implement projects the community
wants,” said steering committee member and Victoria Youth Council representative Emma-Jane Burian. “It was
great to have the Youth Council so directly involved bringing the community together for something that will
benefit our peers.”
The City’s 2020 Participatory Budgeting will get underway later this fall. The focus for 2020 is newcomers,
followed by neighbourhood spaces in 2021.
2019 Participatory Budgeting project recipients:
•

What We Need: Prevention of Youth Homelessness – $27,520
This program will equip at-risk youth with resources to find housing, employment and stability through
fostering independence, belonging and empowerment

•

Pollinator Partnership Canada – $18,000
This program will empower youth to take the lead in pollinator conservation in Victoria

•

Unquiet Minds II – $6,450
This community-based event will celebrate and highlight youth in their efforts to cultivate creativity
towards an ongoing and theatrical discussion of mental health

•

Nobody’s Perfect Parenting Program for Young Parents – $2,400
This parenting program will provide resources to parents who are young, single, socially or
geographically isolated, or who have low income or limited formal education

2019 Participatory Budgeting micro-grant recipient:
• Quadra Village Has Talent – $500
This program will provide an opportunity for youth to explore their passions and interests and to create a
space where youth can showcase their skills and talents to the rest of their community
Read more about the winning projects and the 2019 Participatory Budgeting
https://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/city/current-initiatives/participatory-budgeting.html
Backgrounder attached.
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