1. Introduction

Stretching from downtown to the Dallas Road
waterfront, Fairfield is located in the traditional
territories of the Lekwungen people. Long before
the first Europeans arrived, First Nations people
had hunted, fished and harvested the area,
with seasonal camps in protected harbours and
defensive positions on the cliffs and hilltops. The
seasonal marshes and swamp lands running
from Ross Bay through Cook Street Village to the
Inner Harbour (Whosaykum) were rich in fish and
wildfowl, and provided a shortcut during inclement
weather. Beacon Hill and the surrounding area is a
sacred place and was important for food cultivation
and community gathering.
Fairfield today is home today to 15% of Victoria’s
population. Fairfield has a unique and diverse
character, shaped by tree-lined streets, heritage

residential areas and bustling historic commercial
areas as well as newer, higher density residential
areas adjacent to Victoria’s downtown. A significant
portion of Victoria’s rental apartment buildings are
also located in Fairfield. Year round, places like
Cook Street Village, Beacon Hill Park and Dallas
Road attract visitors from the City and the region to
the neighbourhood.
The Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan, which was
launched in spring 2016, was developed in
collaboration with the community to ensure
future growth is shaped by those who know
the neighbourhood best. The plan will act as a
framework for guiding new growth, development
and public investment within Fairfield, and will
be implemented over the years to come through
development, partnerships and City initiatives.

As Victoria and Fairfield continue to grow, Fairfield
Neighbourhood Plan is intended to guide growth
in a way that meets the needs of the Fairfield
community, Victoria as a whole, and the region over
the next 20-30 years. The plan complements City
initiatives on livability, affordability, environmental
sustainability, economic vitality and other
improvements to support the well-being of Fairfield
residents and businesses. The Plan addresses
issues identified by the Fairfield community such
as the types and locations of new housing, making
Fairfield more affordable and attractive to a wide
range of residents, the design of village areas,
climate change, heritage resources that are at risk,
supporting local businesses and the need for parks,
active transportation and other public amenities that
support a growing population.
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