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The Archives’ Early Years 

For 50 years, the City of Victoria Archives has been 

home to unique stories about Victoria’s past.  

Victoria’s rich history is visible all around us in the 

many historic buildings that line our streets. But 

behind this built heritage is a documentary herit-

age of equal importance: building plans, street 

maps, family photographs, personal letters, busi-

ness ledgers, annual reports, and Council minutes. 

These and many more records in the Archives 

show how Victorians have lived, worked, and gov-

erned themselves for the last 150 years. 

As caretakers of the City’s documentary heritage, 

the Archives does more than just collect and pro-

tect one-of-a-kind records. We also make this ma-

terial available to the public in our reading room. 

Whether you’re a student, a researcher, or simply 

curious about Victoria’s past, the Archives is here 

for you! You don’t need an appointment to visit us 

and access is free. Archives staff will be pleased 

to guide you to relevant material and assist you 

with our search tools. 

In providing these services, the Archives continues 

the legacy left by Ainslie Helmcken, who became 

the City’s first archivist in 1967. With strong support 

from City Council, the Archives was established as 

part of the core administration of the City of Victo-

ria, where it still resides today. The farsightedness 

of these individuals has resulted in responsible 

stewardship of the City’s historical records and 

enabled open access to this material – now, and 

for the years to come. 

Ordering photos 

Images in this display are available 

for purchase along with other imag-

es from our extensive photograph 

collection.  Photographs can be 

viewed and ordered by contacting 

the Archives. 

Size Price  

4 x 6 $  7.50 
 

5 x 7  $ 10.00 
 

8 x 10  
 

$ 13.50 
 

11 x 14  $ 22.00 
 

Larger sizes available on request 
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The Archives’ Early Years 
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Ainslie Helmcken’s office, 

which doubled as an area 

for archival storage, ca. 

1974-1976 
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Ainslie Helmcken accessing 

one of the Archives’ many 

filing cabinets, ca. 1974-

1976 
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Front door of the Archives 

at 613 Pandora Avenue, 

ca. 1974-1976 

Hallway of the Archives, 

used as a picture gallery, 

ca. 1974-1976 

Archivist Ainslie Helmcken in 

the doorway of the Archives, 

ca. 1974-1976 

Ainslie Helmcken and Linda 

Eversole in the Archives’ 

reference / storage room, 

ca. 1974-1976 

Ainslie Helmcken at his desk, 

ca. 1974-1976 

Ainslie Helmcken with Penny 

Seedhouse, Visual Records 

Curator, ca. 1974-1976 

Archives Clerk, Linda Ever-

sole, at work, ca. 1974-1976 

When Ainslie Helmcken was commissioned as the City’s first 

archivist in 1967, the Archives consisted of a small room near 

the Council Chambers in City Hall.  By January 1973, the     

Archives had moved across the street to 613 Pandora 

(pictured above), where it shared a building with the City’s 

Parks Department and the Greater Victoria Celebration Asso-

ciation. The space consisted of a series of small rooms and 

lacked a dedicated reference room, so researchers would 

often share work tables with staff.  In December 1989 the    

Archives moved to its current location at 8 Centennial Square. 


